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who regard negroes as human beings, perhaps, but of a
different order from white men, so that the ideas and social
arrangements of white men cannot be applied to them
with propriety. Others feel the same way about Indians.
This attitude of mind, wherever you meet with it, is
what causes tyranny and cruelty. It is this disposition
to decide off-hand that some people are not fit for
liberty and self-government which gives relative truth to
the doctrine that all men are equal, and inasmuch as the
history of mankind has been one long story of the abuse
of some by others, who, of course, smoothed over their
tyranny by some beautiful doctrines of religion, or ethics,
or political philosophy, which proved that it was all for
the best good of the oppressed, therefore the doctrine
that all men are equal has come to stand as one of the
corner-stones of the temple of justice and truth. It was
set up as a bar to just this notion that we are so much
better than others that it is liberty for them to be gov-
erned by us.
The Americans have been committed from the outset
to the doctrine that all men are equal. We have elevated
it into an absolute doctrine as a part of the theory of our
social and political fabric. It has always been a domestic
dogma in spite of its absolute form, and as a domestic
dogma it has always stood in glaring contradiction to
the facts about Indians and negroes and to our legisla-
tion about Chinamen. In its absolute form it must, of
course, apply to Kanakas, Malays, Tagals, and Chinese
just as much as to Yankees, Germans, and Irish. It is
an astonishing event that we have lived to see American
arms carry this domestic dogma out where it must be
tested in its application to uncivilized and half-civilized
peoples. At the first touch of the test we throw the doc-
trine away and adopt the Spanish doctrine. We are